
 
New Board members nominated for a two year term expiring in 2023 

 

Harvey Goldberg 

Born in Winnipeg Harvey has been a resident of Ottawa since 1978.  He retired from the federal public 
service in 2013 after a 35-year career as a senior policy advisor and manager.  From 1989 until his 
retirement, he worked at the Canadian Human Rights Commission where one of his major files was the 
rights of persons with disabilities.  In that role he worked closely with Canadian NGOs such the Council 
of Canadians with Disabilities and the Canadian Association for Community Living (now known as 
Inclusion Canada). A highlight of his work at the Commission was participating in the development and 
implementation of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 

An active community volunteer, Harvey has served on the board, or as an officer, of Adath Shalom 
Congregation, Hillel Academy, Jewish Family Services (Co-President), AJA 50+ and JOIN. He has also done 
volunteer work for the Multifaith Housing Initiative, Canadian Jewish Congress, Limmud, and the Council 
of Canadians with Disabilities. 

Gary Viner, MD  

An Ottawa native, and University of Toronto Medical School graduate, Gary completed training in 1980 
and commenced family practice with low-risk obstetrics. This included care for the visually impaired, as 
Medical Director of the Ottawa CNIB residence, and to newly discharged quadriplegics. When Tamir 
opened, he became physician for several residents, many for over 30 years. 

In 2001, while continuing clinically, he shifted to academia. Since 2010, he completed a Master of 
Education and became medical education researcher developing a nationally recognized reputation. 
With the educator responsibilities continuing, he will retire from clinical practice Jun 30, 2021.  

Gary has been married to Debra since 1973 and they have three married daughters, all of whom are 
educators, teaching in the public boards of Ottawa and Toronto. They proudly have 4 grandchildren, the 
eldest of whom had her COVID-restricted Bat Mitzvah at Temple Israel Ottawa last October. Gary has 
also had many roles at Temple including youth advisor, ritual chair, and board and executive member. 

Though he has been involved in Tamir’s Strategic planning “Landscape and Research Subcommittee” he 
looks forward to further involvement. 

Liisa Vexler 

Over the past twenty years, Liisa has had a career full of diverse experiences in the healthcare and social 
services sectors. Most recently, Liisa co-founded a non-profit called Ausome that promotes meaningful 
inclusion for children with autism through sport and recreation.  

Liisa began her career working in health research and then transitioned to healthcare communications. 
In 2012, determined to provide the children with a more global perspective, Liisa and her family moved 
to Costa Rica for three years. Upon returning, Liisa spent five years as executive director building 
Ausome - handing it off to a new executive director in January 2021. She now works in fundraising for a 
hospital foundation, and when not at work is running, baking and whenever possible, travelling. 

http://ausomeottawa.com/

