
TICKETS    (All tickets are 50% tax receiptable)
VIP ($120)
- Exclusive access to premium seating
- Private bar with complimentary wine
- Hors-d’oeuvres during cocktail hour
- After-show photoshoot with models & designers
- Dessert Recep- Dessert Reception

REGULAR ($60)
- Cash bar
- Dessert reception

Tickets available at www.steppingoutinstyle.ca 
or through Francesca Davila at fdavila@tamir.ca

Tamir and our fashion world partners are taking 
the stage for a 2nd time to demonstrate that
regardless of shape, age, size or ability, we are 

all beautiful! Come celebrate with us!

Tickets: www.steppingoutinstyle.ca

Together let’s be fiercely fabulous for inclusion!
Join us for this one-of-a-kind fashion show

Sh’ma KoleinuShmamama KoleinuKoleinuHear our voiceswww.tamir.ca



New Leadership in Judaic Outreach and Inclusion

A s the sole developmental 
services agency in 
Ottawa based in the 

Jewish community, assisting 
individuals with developmental 
disabilities to learn about, 
practice and celebrate Jewish life 
is integral to our work.  Ensuring 
people experience a sense of 
belonging and attachment 
to Jewish life and have 
opportunities to thrive within 
a truly inclusive community are 
key components of our mission.  

Tamir has a track record of 
success in this department and 

yet there is so much more to be done.  We plan on enhancing our 
own Judaic programming and, at the same time, work towards 
greater inclusion of people with developmental and other disabilities 
within the fabric of every day Jewish life. To help lead this endeavour, 
we are pleased to welcome Jodi Green to Tamir as Coordinator of 
Judaic Programming and Inclusion.

Jodi is a New York native who has lived in six different states and 
three countries.  She has always had a deep interest in Jewish life 
since her youth group days on Long Island. After wrongly assuming 

she would become an exotic animal veterinarian, she followed her 
passion for Judaism to graduate school at the Baltimore Institute for 
Jewish Communal Service (now the Darrell D. Friedman Institute).  
There she received her Masters of Social Work from the University 
of Maryland and an MA in Jewish Studies from Baltimore Hebrew 
University. Her professional work has always been in the Jewish 
community and has included Jewish Family Services in Baltimore 
(special needs adults, kids, couples), Hillel of Baltimore (university 
students), JCC of Greater Baltimore (young adults), JCC of Greater 
Dayton, OH (cultural arts programming, film festival, PJ Library), 
the Kings Bay YM-YWHA, NY, as well as volunteer positions at 
several synagogues along the way.

After five years in London, England, Jodi and her family are 
thrilled to be in Ottawa and are enjoying all the city has to offer.  
In addition to her work at Tamir, she is the group facilitator with 
Expanding the Circle at the SJCC, and Principal of the Ottawa 
Modern Jewish School.  In her free time, Jodi likes to knit, watch 
science fiction movies, read, hang with her kids and husband 
on Shabbat afternoons, bike to the beach, and learn about 
natural living. 

“My years of Jewish communal experience, personal Jewish 
observance, and commitment to community position me well to 
help direct and advance how Tamir “does Jewish” says Jodi”. I am 
looking  forward to forging new partnerships with other Jewish 
organizations to enhance inclusion.”
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Introducing Jodi Green

B ryanna’s graduation from Crystal Bay Centre was a 
bittersweet moment. So exciting to see her reach this 
milestone, yet sad to say goodbye to the school she had 

known for 12 years.
Looking  to the future, we were filled with both hope and concern. 

Frankly, as her mom, I have been overwhelmed with worry about 
the challenge of transitioning from school to community for some 

time. There are limited day 
time options out there for 
Bryanna given her special 
needs. 

The hunt for a suitable 
day experience left me 
feeling frustrated and 
exhausted. Some locations 
were too far away from my 
job, the environment too 
overwhelming for Bryanna 
or too expensive; it seemed 
like a hopeless challenge. 

Fortunately, Bryanna’s case worker came through for us and 
found Tamir. From the moment I visited the Day Program and met 
supervisor Estelle Allen and her staff, I realized a new day had finally 
begun for Bryanna.  Her transition from school to community was 
complete.  I could feel the warm and welcoming vibe from everyone; 
it was an immense relief. 

Tamir has been a blessing for me, and most importantly, 
Bryanna. It is such a great feeling going to work each day knowing 
your child is safe, stimulated and happy. 

Most sincerely, 

Jerrica (mom to Bryanna)

Bryanna and her mom Jerrica. 

Estelle Allen with 
Jerrica Lam.

It’s A New Day for Bryanna!

Estelle Allen with 
Jerrica Lam.

Tamir Day Program entrance



Sam’s Amazing Adventure!
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H ow often have we heard 
people say, “some of 
my most memorable 

childhood moments happened 
at summer camp”. Camp 
provides children with important 
opportunities to learn, form new 
friendships, and above all have 
fun. Yet ensuring children with 
special needs are able to thrive in 
a mainstream camp environment 
can be challenging. Enter Tamir’s 
Keshet for Kids program.

Keshet is a Hebrew word 
meaning linkage. Keshet for Kids 
provides a link between the child 
and family and the summer camp 
of their choice. Tamir provides 
one to one staff support for 
children who need assistance in order to succeed in an 
integrated setting alongside their peers. We call the 
support staff a “shadow”. Parents cover the cost of 
camp and Tamir subsidizes the shadow. We believe 
that, wherever possible, cost of support should not 
be a barrier to inclusion. 

Children in Keshet for Kids often need 
assistance with things, that for other children, 
we take for granted. Ability to easily communicate 

needs and 
w a n t s , 
participate in 
activities without much 
assistance, complete 
tasks independently, 
understand and take 
direction. The shadow 
assists the child and 
acts as a liaison with 
the family, host camp 
staff and other campers 
to ensure kids with 
disabilities can enjoy 
camp and thrive to 
their full potential.

Madelaine Werier 
had this to say about
how the Soloway Jewish 

Community Centre (SJCC) summer camp in collaboration 
with Keshet for Kids enabled her son Sam to thrive at camp 
this summer. 

“My son had a wonderful 6 weeks at the SJCC day camp. The 
combination of attending such an inclusive day camp and having 
1:1 support was key to success. The ability to use our regular care 
provider as the shadow made it a very smooth transition and saved 
us as parents a lot of time and worry. My little guy was able to see 
familiar friends from school 
and synagogue, and make 
new friends! Not only was 
he safe, happy, and calm 
he was also able to tackle 
some new challenges! We 
were so proud that he 
finally put his head under 
water during swimming 
lessons! After three years 

of struggling in the 
preschool swim 

levels he was 
very proud 
to advance 
to the 
first level 
of the big 
kid levels; 

s w i m m e r 
1! We are 

so accustomed 
to stressful and 

exhausting summers that we were over the moon to be able 
to drop him off and know that he was happy and safe, having 
a blast. We had a great experience with the SJCC Day Camp 
and Tamir’s Keshet for Kids program and plan to sign up again 
next year!” 

Angela Lowe, Co-Director of Camp and Ganon Preschool 
at the SJCC, had this to say about their collaboration with Tamir. 
“SJCC summer camp is inclusive. We believe in making sure every 
child has the best summer ever. Thanks to the Keshet program, 
children with special needs are able to be a part of everything 
our camp has to offer.

Through Keshet for Kids, children 
with special needs will continue to have 
opportunities to grow and thrive in our 
Jewish community, and have success, just 
like Sam.

Sam’s last day at JCC camp.

Sam with Keshet shadow Kelsey Drysdale.

Sam and his mom 
Madelaine Werier.

“My little guy was 
able to see familiar 

friends from school, and 
synagogue, and make new 

friends! Not only was he safe, 
happy, and calm he was also 

able to tackle some new 
challenges.”
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Great weather, great music, great food! What a turnout for our recent PCT Hawaiian Luau themed fun day at Andrew Hayden Park!

Deb Waserman and Ed Van Blockland – 
winners of the best dressed contest at the Luau 

took home great prizes. Congratulations!

Danny Grinfeld, Abdi Ibrahim (Tamir Staff) and 
Goldie Brachfeld – looking cool in the hot sun!

David Rowat doing the freeze 
dance with B'Nai Brith camp 
counsellor.

Yves Courtemanche 
playing basketball.

Tom Allen and Shannon Thompson 
enjoying time in the shade.

Danny Grinfeld, Abdi Ibrahim (Tamir Staff) and 

Deb Waserman and Ed Van Blockland – 

Yves Courtemanche 

Tom Allen and Shannon Thompson 

David Rowat doing the freeze 
dance with B'Nai Brith camp 
counsellor.
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