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If you would like to get involved with Tamir, please visit www.tamir.ca or 

contact Krystal at kvalencia@tamir.ca for more information. 

KENTON’S BARBER SHOP 

Each month, Kenton Del Greco shares a Monday morning with Tamir giving dashing 

new hair cuts and shaves to an enthusiastic clientele. He has been a barber for 6 years, 

and reached out to us after working on the Hair Fellas Barbershop team at Tamir’s  

fashion show last November. Thank you, Kenton, for bringing your first class service into 

our home, sharing a laugh and giving some handsome lads a fresh look!  

GIRLS DAY IN! 

On a monthly basis, seven lucky ladies enjoy a day of 

pampering from Marla Seller and Adrienne 

Shabsove, our amazing new volunteer manicurists!  

 

 

1 | Winter 2018 Newsletter | TAMIR 

Vicky Ferkin, Tamir participant, and Lysette Irakoze, professional model 

with Models International, “stepping out in style”.  

Rachel Verrault, Tamir participant  and Shelly 

Landrigan, Tamir staff member. 

At Tamir AGM & Carnival, Frank Charbonneau, Tamir participant, throws a 

pie in the face of Bob Thompson, Tamir immediate Past President. 

Danny Grinfeld, Tamir participant, and his mom Barbara, strut their stuff on 

the catwalk at Tamir’s Stepping Out In Style fashion show in 2017. 

We explored some options for a Bar Mitzvah, but none were a 
match for Danny...until Tamir offered Bar/Bat Mitzvah  
training for special needs youth.  Danny and the other five 
participants learned so much, and you can imagine how proud 
everyone was to see them up on the bimah. The celebration 
was magical, buoyed by the happiness of family and friends 
who had never dared to hope for such a day.  Danny often asks 

to watch the Tamir video of the event.  The smile on his face when he watches it is priceless.  

Many of you may know that the future is very uncertain for young adults with special needs once they finish school.  Parents call it 
“falling off a cliff.” Three years before Danny was to finish school at age 21, we were burning out and he was unhappy because we 
were too tired to give him the social life he needed.  We knew that the solution was a new home for Danny and Tamir was our first 
choice. However, it took three years of determined advocacy to have a chance at any kind of home, much less one that would allow 
him to live a Jewish life.  Tamir’s support helped keep us going, and when the time came for Tamir to take the lead, their  
unwavering commitment was the key to success.  

Danny loves his new home, friends, and activities. You can see how happy he was to model at the fashion show, and we are happy 
to have fun with him again. Tamir’s positive impact reaches beyond us to our extended family and friends who used to worry about 
us. Tamir is an admirable example of tikkun olam (repairing the world). 

A NEW LIFE FOR DANNY, 

A RENEWED LIFE FOR THE GRINFELDS 
By Barbara Grinfeld, Tamir mom 

Danny is a happy and friendly person who loves to get out and 
mingle! He also has a “catastrophic” epileptic syndrome. Add 
in developmental disability and related behavioural difficulties 
and you can understand why he grew up with few chances to  
socialize. Over the years, Danny has developed a strong  
connection to his Jewish roots.  He attended Jewish afternoon 
school and enjoys celebrating the holidays.  His favourite is 
Passover and he loves to sing “Dayenu”!  

During the school year Danny had support for all of his needs, 
but summers were hard. We were thrilled when Tamir began 
“Keshet,” a camp for special needs kids.  We marvelled at 
Tamir’s ability to keep Danny safe while showing him a  
wonderful time.  

“Tamir’s  posi t ive impact reaches  

beyond us to our extended family and 

friends who used to worry about us. Tamir 

is an admirable example of tikkun olam!”  
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561 
PEOPLE ATTENDED TAMIR’S  

SPECIAL EVENTS  

 TAMIR 2017 

AT-A-GLANCE 

1st 
INCLUSIVE FASHION SHOW  

FEATURING DIVERSELY-ABLED  MODELS 

14K+ 
IMPRESSIONS 

$450K  
AMOUNT OF GIFTS THAT INDIVIDUALS HAVE  

COMMIITTED TO TAMIR IN THEIR WILLS. 

SAM MOLOT 

1990 – 2018 

Always In Our Thoughts,  

Forever In Our Hearts   

“Sam had an uncanny 

ability to make friends 

with everyone she ever 

met, and leave them with 

an impression to last a 

lifetime. She  

accomplished this  

simply by being  

herself.” 

- Noah Molot,  

Sam’s brother 
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KILLEEN GARDENS 

Tamir would like to thank a generous anonymous donor for the landscaping renovations at 

our Killeen home. We thank you, and everyone else involved, for making the backyard as 

beautiful as the people who live inside of the home.  
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If you would like to support Tamir’s House-2-Home Campaign, please visit 

www.tamir.ca or contact Krystal at kvalencia@tamir.ca for more info. 

MICHAEL’S   

CHARMING  

CHAMBERS 

New furniture and picture 

frames fill Michael Penso ’s 

humble abode. This up-

grade would not have been 

possible without the help of 

the Lewis family who gave 

this donation in honour of 

Michael ’s parents, Lily and 

Jerry Penso.  

LEAVE A  

LEGACY 

For further information on 

the Tamir OJCF Endowment 

Fund, wills, codicils and  

payment of legal costs, 

please contact Micah Garten 

at the Ottawa Jewish  

Community  Foundation at  

mgarten@jewishottawa.com 

or 613 608 1896, or  

Krystal Valencia at Tamir 

kvalencia@tamir.ca. 

mailto:mgarten@jewishottawa.com

